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A reissue of Pam Munoz Ryan's bestselling backlist with a distinctive author treatment and new

cover art by Raul Colon.Naomi Soledad Leon Outlaw has had a lot to contend with in her young life,

her name for one. Then there are her clothes (sewn in polyester by Gram), her difficulty speaking

up, and her status at school as "nobody special."But according to Gram, most problems can be

overcome with positive thinking. And with Gram and her little brother, Owen, Naomi's life at

Avocado Acres Trailer Rancho in California is happy and peaceful...until their mother reappears

after seven years of being gone, stirring up all sorts of questions and challenging Naomi to discover

and proclaim who she really is.
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"Esperanza Rising" was okay. It wasn't the best book I'd ever read, nor did it leave an indelible mark

on my heart and mind. After reading it through I felt that author Pam Munoz Ryan was a fine n'

dandy writer, but that it was probably unlikely that she'd produce a book that would really make me

sit up and take notice. When I start reading a children's book with a mild prejudice already

established in my mind (as there was when I picked up "Becoming Naomi Leon") it takes

remarkably good writing to bash that prejudice into soft mushy pulp. And bash this book did. By its



end I was flabbergasted. I went into this novel with the vague dread that it would read like so many

other works of fiction that are ostensibly "good" for children. I worried that it would be beautifully

written and dull as day old dishwater. Instead, it was interesting, bright, cheery, but with just enough

reality and cynicism to make you feel that Naomi's fight was one worth battling out. In short, I've

been completely seduced by "Becoming Naomi Leon". It is perhaps the underrated children's novel

of 2004. Hands down.Naomi begins her book with the chilling statement that she can now point out

the exact moment that her sense of peace and security began to unravel like those cartoons where

a dog wearing a sweater gets a string from his shirt caught in some way. "Pretty soon the poor dog

is bare to its skin, shivering, and all that had kept it warm is nothing more than a bedraggled string".

And it all began the night her mother came to town. Naomi had been living a nice quiet life with her

great-grandmother (or just Gram, as she calls her) and her little brother Owen. Owen has a slight

birth defect that affects his neck and voice, but otherwise he's pretty much a certified genius.
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